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Learning together – Empowered for life. 

Dear Parents 
 

Student assembly. On Monday we watched a number 

of our Muslim Students perform in an assembly all 

about Islam. This has been the culmination of a number 

of weeks of practice. It is difficult to speak in front of 

your peers and takes a good deal of confidence. Mrs K 

James, who initiated this work writes. ‘They did 

extremely well and their presentation was very well 

received by the Year 7 audience. They told us about 

their prayers, their Festivals, their role models and the 

teachings of peace at the heart of the faith. I think we 

all learnt something we did not know about Islam and 

what it means to be a practising Muslim. Above all, 

however, it was incredibly heart- warming to see how proud they were of their faith.’ Very well done to 

Firaasha Khan, Arshiya Zaman, Malick Jallow, Azam and Mujtabaa Kashif. Thanks also to Mahnam Abid for 

helping to put the presentation together. 

Excellence 2020 The excellence group has formed again this year, to 

support Year 11 students in accessing top grades in their GCSEs this 

summer. The group meets every other Monday during registration in 

the drama studio to discuss our plans for the fortnight and hear a ‘pearl 

of wisdom’ for study. The students decide on their study groups and 

have committed to meet at least once a week for group study. VI form 

students are supporting year 11 in their own areas of expertise and are 

helping them keep motivated in the push to the summer exams.  

Top Tip - Stay in touch with Dr Case and your teachers – they can help 

you get resources, books, space and subject expertise when required.  

Top Tip – plan every study session. Share the responsibility of getting resources e.g. past papers and mark 

schemes etc. Elect a leader for every session so you can keep the pace up in your session – no distractions! 
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My Fair Lady - Hat Design Competition. 

Before Christmas, 11 students chose to 

decorate one of our plain hats for use in 

the Ascot scene in the forthcoming school 

production. Today we had the pleasure of 

presenting certificates to Oliver De La Haye 

and Poppy Rowlinson, and everyone was 

given a chocolate muffin with an edible hat 

on top! Oliver's hat will be worn by our 

Elizas in the show and her dress will be accessorised to match. Many thanks to the following students for 

making the effort to take part: Jessica Lambert, Pimer Thuambe, Amelia Szal, Cobi Shambrook, Lilia 

Bell, Eliska Eliott, Olivia Doe, Charlotte Chalcroft, Jasmine Williams. Thank you also very much to Mrs R 

James, who has masterminded the whole thing and does such a fabulous job behind the scenes on our 

productions. 

A bit random, but every now and again a piece of student work 

catches my eye of such merit or originality that it really needs to be 

shared with a wider audience. Sometimes we forget to celebrate 

some of the extraordinary things that our students come up with, 

so here is credit to a certain student who just went beyond our 

already aspirational expectations. Emily Thatcher, 8WN, wanted a 

way to display her soup. Behold, a scientific presentation with the 

actual formula for photosynthesis. #gauntletthrown. 

 

Year 7 disco. Last Friday evening saw the intrepid Miss Ford, 

Mrs Elder, Mr Conway, Mr Davies and fantastic parent 

helpers hosting a Year 7 fundraising disco. All of the money 

raised is going towards the Camps International expedition 

to Borneo, where our students assist in valuable project work 

in a deserving part of the world and gain an enormous 

amount personally from the experience. The youngsters 

were a credit of course and a good time was had by all. Miss 

Ford has put in countless hours already masterminding the 

whole project from the school end and with the disco, she 

was greatly helped by the wonderful and inventive Mr Davies 

who turned the whole Hall into the classic school disco. 
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Student Star of the week is Maisie Walker in 12JAS. Having attended 

Sandhurst School, Maisie has been a very welcome presence joining our 

Sixth Form. We have been notified that she has been awarded the extremely 

prestigious Sandhurst Community Award. This presentation will be made by 

the Mayor at the start of next month in what will be a sizeable civic occasion. 

The reason for her nomination and then success in achieving the award, 

follows her years of young leading with the cubs. This started as part of a 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award and over the subsequent four years has 

grown and grown. The citation on her award letter says it all, “embodying 

the spirit and ethos of community spirit, exceptional achievement and 

selfless dedication worthy of recognition”. Well done Maisie. 

 

 

Yours sincerely  

Paul German  

Headteacher 

Text and advice from the Department for Education 

 

Department for Education  

 Advice for parents/guardians 

You should not be unduly worried about the possibility of your 

children catching the Coronavirus.  

There is no reason why your children should not continue to 

attend their early years, school or further education setting as 

normal.  We recognise that some families or children may be 

planning to travel to China during the forthcoming half term 

period. If so, please refer to the FCO’s latest travel advice via this 

link https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

What action you can take 

A UK wide campaign has been launched to provide clear advice 

on how to slow the spread of Coronavirus.  

Please help to support the campaign which promotes basic hygiene practices, such as regularly 

washing hands and always sneezing into a tissue, to stem the spread of viruses. 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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DIARY DATES 

 12th February   House Music – 7pm 

 13th February   Yr 12/13 Review Sheets Out 

 17th-22nd February  Ski Trip 

 17th – 22nd February Half Term  

27th February  Yr 12/13 Subject Review Evening – 4.30pm 

2nd March  Yr 13 Mock Re Sits 

3rd March   INSET Day 

5th March   Yr 11 GCSE Info Evening 

12th March   Dance Competition – All Day   

16th March   UCAS Evening – 7pm 

18th March   Yr 7 Trip to Gurdwara 

23rd March   Yr 12/13 Geog Trip to Barcelona 

24th March   Main School Production – Matinee to Yrs 7/8 

25th March   Main School Production – 7pm 

26th March   Main School Production – 7pm 

27th March   Main School Production – 7pm 

2nd April  Yr 7 Review Sheets Out  

3rd April   Yrs 8/9/10 Subject Review Day  

 

SPORTS RESULTS  
 

BASKETBALL 

U15  lost    v    Fernhill                42 - 30        (District Cup semi-final)              
U14  lost    v    Calthorpe Park   32 - 25        (District Cup semi-final)   
 

Good Luck to the U16 boys in their District Cup semi-final v All Hallows on Monday. A win will mean a 3rd Cup 

final in 3 years and the possibility of doing the treble! 

 

 

HOUSE MUSIC - 12th February 2020 

The House Music event is fast approaching and this year will be held on 12th February in main hall.  We 

have many talented students here at Yateley and this is a great opportunity for them to showcase their 

abilities as well as representing their house and competing for the coveted overall house winner’s 

trophy.  

 

Tickets are priced at £5 each and are now available to purchase online and will be sent out via your 

child’s register. 

Mrs K Ellis, Front of House 
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YEAR 11 ELEVATE EDUCATION TUTOR SESSIONS (‘ACE YOUR EXAMS’)  

This Thursday in tutor time Year 11 students began to work on the follow on resources from the ‘Ace Your 

Exams’ seminar. The resources which they use in the 5 extended tutor time sessions (this week being 

session 1) are to try out the resources and tips that were shared with them in the seminar. All students 

have also be sent electronic versions of all the tutor time resources via Show My Homework, so parents 

please do ask to look at them via the SMHW app.  

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK  

(3rd to 9th February 2020) & Time to Talk day (Thursday 6th February 2020) 

As you will know, this week was Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme this year is ‘Find your Brave’.  

As we know, young people’s mental health and wellbeing is a serious issue and one that we must all be 

aware of and help support (teachers and parents).  

In school we have run year assemblies as a focus on this week and these slides have been sent to all 

students via Show My Homework, so please do ask the students to show you via the SMHW app.  

Thursday 6th February was also ‘Time to Talk’ day and we discussed this with students and its importance 

via extended tutor time.  

There are a host of school resources which we used, however there are also a host of resources that are 

useful for parents to be aware of and use at home. We have downloaded and attached some to this 

bulletin as well as the links below: 

 Place2Be (Children’s Mental Health Week) - https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 
o Parents Information - https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-

carers/ 
o Parent Top Tips – 
o https://562edcf5b67b66a14900eeaef90731f7ce1cd156ac7b02c7dd8f.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.co

m/Top_Tips_Parents_Carers_2020.pdf 
 

 Time To Change (Time to Talk Day) –  
https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/get-involved/time-talk-day 
 

 Resources 
https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/time-talk-day/resources-your-event 
 

 Tips for talking 

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/time-talk-day/tips-talking-about-mental-health 

 

 

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://562edcf5b67b66a14900eeaef90731f7ce1cd156ac7b02c7dd8f.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/Top_Tips_Parents_Carers_2020.pdf
https://562edcf5b67b66a14900eeaef90731f7ce1cd156ac7b02c7dd8f.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/Top_Tips_Parents_Carers_2020.pdf
https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/get-involved/time-talk-day
https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/time-talk-day/resources-your-event
https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/time-talk-day/tips-talking-about-mental-health
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YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 

Each week Work Experience opportunities are sent 

out to the Year 10 tutors to discuss with their 

students. 

 

A lot of students are working hard on applications 

for their work experience, some are attending 

interviews and lots have already got their placement 

confirmed and their private placement form 

returned to me. 

 

The February Half Term is a great opportunity to email or telephone companies and organisations or 

speak to your contacts, friends and family to secure a placement. 

 

The Private Placement Form needs to be completed and returned to me by Tuesday 31st March. 

 

Mrs Sarah Dethick 

Work Experience Coordinator 

Yateley School 

In the office Wednesdays and Thursdays 0900-1400hrs 

 

 

SCOPAY 

We have been made aware over the last few days that some parents are experiencing issues when using 

Scopay, whereby parents are having a number of different payment cards declined when trying to pay 

for items, or to top up lunch accounts. 

 

We have liaised with Worldpay, the platform used by Hampshire County Council to process payments, 

and have been advised that this is caused by one of their security features, whereby it blocks the account 

if too many different cards are used in quick succession to try and pay. 

 

If you do experience issues when using Scopay, please do not try to use another card immediately.  The 

advice from Worldpay is to leave it for a period of time before trying again.  If you are still having 

problems, please try a different platform (laptop, tablet, phone, etc.) to log onto the website.  

 

There is also a help function located on the website should you need any further assistance. 
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NEW YOUTH CLUB TO OPEN IN YATELEY 

Vision 4 Youth is a charity based in Yateley who 

provide youth clubs and services to young 

people in the community. Having been running 

for a number of years, Vision 4 Youth is excited 

to be growing in 2020 with new projects that 

opened in January. 

Vision 4 Youth run youth clubs on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Friday evenings for 11-18 year 

olds, and now they also open an additional 

youth club, specifically for 10-13 year olds (ie 

School Years 6, 7 & 8) on Thursday evenings.  

The club is open term time, 6:30-8pm. Planned 

activities include crafts, sports and free play 

such as pool, table tennis and other games.  

There is also a tuck shop and drinks available. The format of the club is not new to Yateley, as the project 

had previously been held by Yateley School, but when the school was unable to continue running the 

club in 2020 Vision 4 Youth were more than happy to take over, meaning that the young people could 

continue to enjoy the benefits of the club. 

The new club is run by a mix of staff and volunteers – and Vision 4 Youth are always looking for more 

volunteers to help out. Fortunately the club has been an instant success and already the team see over 

40 young people coming along each week! This does mean that more volunteers are required, otherwise 

numbers will need to be limited The youth clubs are located at The Tythings on Yateley Green, GU46 

7RP. 

If you or anyone you know is interested in volunteering it can mean as little as a couple of hours a month. 

For more information or to enquire about helping out please visit www.vision4youth.org.uk or contact 

office@vision4youth.org.uk.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.vision4youth.org.uk/
mailto:office@vision4youth.org.uk
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