
Choosing your GCSE 
Options

it is important to think about how your subjects connect 

History
Law and written/research-based careers

Geography
Can be helpful for science-based careers but also careers 
concerned with the issues that affect people and our planet

Religious Studies
Ethics & Philosophy critical thinking & logical thought: 
law, education, politics or business

Art & Design
Graphic designer and games designer, fashion designer 
and even architect art or graphics or design 
technology to build portfolio to study at A level/ 6th form

Drama
Helpful for performing arts, public speaking business, 
government and politics, law, creative industries, teamwork 
and devising 

Music
Performance, education, creative media and computer 
games, creative industries, teamwork and devising 

Sport/ PE 
Coaching, teaching, science-related careers, 
physiotherapy, psychology, leadership, team-work

Computing/ IT
Cyber security, high-tech companies, artificial intelligence. 
Develops logical planning, maths skills, programming and 
other technical skills.

Business
Business related careers such as marketing, HR, Finance, 
law, running your own business, further study economics 

Food Preparation & Nutrition
Combines food science, nutrition and healthy eating and 
can lead to careers designing food, working as a chef, 
working in the huge industry of food distribution or as a 
food nutritionist 

Languages
Desired by many businesses and industries. Can be helpful 
for many careers 

Science
To access many science based careers such as medicine, 
dentist, engineering, biochemist, marine biologist, even 
Psychology you need to get high grades at GCSE

Maths
Can lead to whole range of different careers and is 
essential for Science, Finance related careers, as well as 
some design related careers such as Architecture

English
Not just for poets! Journalists, lawyers, investigators, 
writers, advertising and marketing

What are your favourite subjects?
Which subjects do you get good/ strong grades in?
Which subjects do you learn best in?
What are your least favourite subjects?
Which subjects do you get low grades in?
Which subjects do you struggle with?
Do you have a career in mind?
If so, what GCSE subjects will be helpful or you need to 
take?
If not, with your favourite and best subjects, what possible 
careers could you do?
Do you have any questions for your teachers? 

Older siblings/ friends
Career adviser

Explore career ideas: 

Make good decisions

Consider your initial interests and think about why this subject 
interests you?

Get further information.  Is it what you expected? Are you basing 
your decisions on reality?

Think about the potential of your options. How will it help you in 
the future?

If you have career ideas does this subject help?  

careers open

Consider the pros and cons. What are the good reasons to go 
for this subject and the reasons not to.  

Which list is longer?  Does this give you a decision?

Older siblings/ friends
Career adviser

Ask for help and support



Linking Subjects 
to 21st Century Skills & Careers

English Maths

Transferable Skills
Maths is used in everything from 
engineering and computing,, to 
medicine and baking. 
Some of the skills include:

Problem Solving
Logical Thinking
Analysis
Numeracy
Presentation
Statistics/Research

Transferable Skills
English is how we communicate, 

when speaking to clients on the 
phone, sending emails, writing 
social media post s and presenting 
in meetings.
Some of the skills include:

Language analysis and 
effective use
Creativity
Negotiation
Communication
Cultural Sensitivity

Languages

Transferable Skills
Languages is how we 
communicate with thousands 
spoken across the world. They 
provide cultural identity, related 

politics and art, and provides 
instant connection.
Some of the skills include:

Listening
Communication
Resourcefulness & 
adaptability
Critical thinking
Leadership
Independent learning
Problem solving
People skills and 
management

Try the Subject choices Tool
Discover jobs that might suit you 
based on your subject choices:
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/tools/su
bject-choices



Biology Chemistry Physics

Transferable Skills
Chemistry is behind major 
breakthroughs in medicine, 
power & energy and 
technology.Studying molecules 
that make up everything on the 
planet, their properties, structure 
and how they interact with each 
other.
Some of the skills include:

Mathematical problem solving
Analysis, investigation & 
research
Presentation
Collation
Critical Evaluation
Attention to Detail

Transferable Skills
Physics is the study of matter and 
energy and how they interact.
Some of the skills include:

Data analysis
Mathematical problem solving 
Communication & Teamwork
Research
Attention to detail
Critical Thinking

Transferable Skills
In Biology you study life, from the 
single-celled organism to the most 
complex and interconnected 
communities of organisms.  
Looking at how living things 
function, evolution and change.
Some of the skills include:

Design and Creativity of 
products, tools
Research and forecasting
Problem-solving/ finding 
solutions to a changing world
Analysis
Curiosity
Drawing
Attention to detail



Business, Economics & IT
Creative Arts & Design

Performing Arts Social Sciences/Humanities

Transferable Skills
Learn about organisations and 
the elements needed to 
function, budgets, policies, 
economies & markets, 
government.  With IT fully 
integrated in everyday lives.
Some of the skills include:

Problem Solving& analysis
Ethical Awareness
Legal Acumen
Creativity
Commercial awareness 
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Transferable Skills
Learning creative skills in 
different disciplines with an array 
of media and tools from design 
to engineering, to performing 
Some of the skills include:

Creativity
Confidence
Project Mangement
Collaboration
Critical Evaluation
Research
Self-reflection
Presentation & Oration skills
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Transferable Skills
Learning from understanding 
the world today, societies, 
behavior, science of the natural 
world and evolution in society, 
laws & goverments.
Some of the skills include:

Listening & reasoning
Adaptability
People skills & relationships
Critical Thinking & problem 
solving


